Which Of The Following Is True
Concerning Derivative Classification?

Which of the following is true concerning derivative classification? Understanding
derivative classification is essential for safeguarding sensitive information within government and
defense sectors. It involves the process of incorporating, paraphrasing, or paraphrasing classified
information from existing classified sources into new documents or materials. Many individuals
involved in handling classified data often encounter questions about what constitutes proper
derivative classification and the responsibilities it entails. This article aims to clarify the core
principles, correct misconceptions, and provide a comprehensive overview of what is true
concerning derivative classification.

What is Derivative Classification?

Definition and Core Concept

Derivative classification is a method by which individuals incorporate, paraphrase, or extract
classified information from an existing classified source into a new document, material, or
presentation. This process is governed by strict guidelines to ensure the continued protection of
sensitive information. In simple terms, if a person takes classified information from an original
source—such as a classified report, document, or database—and includes it in a new document,
they are performing derivative classification. The goal is to prevent unauthorized disclosure and
maintain the integrity of classified data.

Difference Between Original and Derivative Classification

While original classification involves assigning a classification level to information that has not
been previously classified, derivative classification involves working from existing classified
sources. The key differences include: - Original Classification: Deciding the original classification
level of unclassified information. - Derivative Classification: Using existing classified information to
create new classified materials.

Fundamental Principles of Derivative Classification

Legal and Regulatory Foundations

Derivative classification is primarily governed by regulations such as the National Industrial
Security Program Operating Manual (NISPOM), the Intelligence Community Directive (ICD) 701, and
executive orders like EO 13526. These regulations mandate strict procedures to prevent
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unauthorized disclosures.

Key Principles
The core principles that underpin derivative classification include:

1. Authorized Source: The information must originate from an existing classified source or
document.

2. Proper Marking: The new document must be correctly marked to indicate its classified status.

3. Training and Responsibility: Individuals performing derivative classification must be trained
and understand their responsibilities.

4. Consistency: Classified information must be consistently marked and handled across all
documents and materials.

5. Protection: Proper safeguards must be maintained to prevent unauthorized disclosure.

What Is True Concerning Derivative Classification?

Understanding the truths about derivative classification helps individuals avoid violations and
ensures compliance with security protocols. Here are some key facts that are true regarding
derivative classification:

1. Derivative classification is not the same as original
classification.

While both involve handling classified information, they are distinct. Derivative classification
involves working with information already classified, whereas original classification involves
assigning initial classifications to unclassified information.

2. Proper marking is a critical aspect of derivative classification.

Any document or material that contains classified information, whether derived or original, must be
correctly marked. This includes classification markings (e.g., Top Secret, Secret, Confidential),
declassification instructions, and caveats.

3. Training is mandatory for individuals involved in derivative
classification.
Employees and personnel must undergo formal security training to understand how to classify

information appropriately, how to mark it, and how to handle it securely. Failure to do so can lead
to inadvertent disclosures or violations of security protocols.



4. Derivative classifiers must cite the source of the classified
information.

When creating new documents that contain classified information, derivative classifiers are
required to include proper attribution, such as quoting or paraphrasing from the original source,
and indicating the declassification instructions if applicable.

5. The process involves more than just copying and pasting
classified content.

Derivative classification requires understanding what information is classified, how to incorporate it
properly, and how to protect the integrity of the classification markings. It is not merely a
mechanical task; it requires comprehension and responsibility.

6. Any changes made to classified information must preserve the
original classification markings unless reclassified by an
authorized person.

Modifications or summaries should maintain proper marking, and if reclassification is necessary, it

must follow proper procedures.

7. Derivative classification is a security responsibility shared
across all levels of personnel handling classified information.
From top-level officials to support staff, all must understand and adhere to protocols. Security

breaches can occur if even one person mishandles classified data.

8. Violations of derivative classification procedures can result in
serious penalties.

Unauthorized disclosures, improper markings, or mishandling of classified information can lead to
disciplinary action, termination, or even criminal charges.

Common Misconceptions About Derivative Classification

Misconception 1: Derivative classification is a simple process that
anyone can perform without training.

Reality: Proper derivative classification requires training and understanding of classification guides,
markings, and handling procedures. Failing to adhere to these can compromise security.
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Misconception 2: Once information is classified, it remains
classified forever.

Reality: Classified information can be declassified according to established procedures, and
markings must be updated accordingly. Derivative classifiers must be aware of declassification
instructions.

Misconception 3: Marking a document as classified is optional.
Reality: Correct marking is mandatory. Failure to mark classified documents properly can lead to

accidental disclosures and security violations.

Misconception 4: Derivative classification only involves copying
classified information.

Reality: It involves understanding, paraphrasing, and properly integrating classified content into
new materials, all while maintaining proper markings and security measures.

Misconception 5: Only authorized security personnel can perform
derivative classification.

Reality: While security personnel often oversee security protocols, trained personnel with proper
clearance and training can perform derivative classification within their scope of responsibility.

Steps Involved in Proper Derivative Classification

1. Identify the Source Material

- Ensure the source is classified and authorized for use. - Review the classification markings and
declassification instructions.

2. Determine the Classification Level

- Understand the appropriate classification level for the information. - Consider the context and
sensitivity.

3. Incorporate the Information Accurately

- Paraphrase or quote the information as needed. - Maintain the original meaning and sensitivity.



4. Properly Mark the New Document

- Apply classification markings at the top and bottom of pages. - Include declassification
instructions if applicable. - Use caveats or other markings as required.

5. Cite the Source

- Indicate the origin of the classified information. - Include references such as “Based on classified
source” or specific document titles.

6. Handle and Store Securely

- Follow protocols for secure storage. - Limit access to authorized personnel only.

7. Review and Reassess

- Regularly review classified documents for accuracy and appropriateness of markings. - Update
markings if the classification status changes.

Responsibilities of Derivative Classifiers

Training and Certification

Individuals must complete security training courses that cover: - Proper classification procedures -
Marking and handling classified information - Recognizing and avoiding security violations

Adherence to Policies and Procedures

Derivative classifiers must follow established policies, such as: - The National Security Decision
Directive (NSDD) - Agency-specific security directives - Declassification guides
Maintaining Security and Confidentiality

- Ensuring classified information remains protected from unauthorized access. - Properly storing,
transmitting, and disposing of classified materials.

Reporting Security Incidents

- Immediately reporting any security breaches or mishandling of classified information to security
officials.

© Which Of The Following Is True Concerning Derivative Classification?
unitedstates.sandbox.xylemappliedwater.com



Conclusion

Understanding what is true concerning derivative classification is fundamental to maintaining
national security and protecting sensitive information. It is a process rooted in strict adherence to
regulations, proper training, precise marking, and responsible handling. Proper derivative
classification ensures that classified information remains protected, correctly declassified when
appropriate, and accurately documented. By recognizing the core principles and responsibilities
involved, personnel can contribute significantly to the security and integrity of classified
information. In summary, the key truths are: - Derivative classification is distinct from original
classification. - Proper marking and source citation are mandatory. - Training is essential for all
personnel involved. - It involves understanding, not just copying. - Mishandling can have serious
consequences. By following these principles, government and security personnel uphold the
highest standards of information security and safeguard national interests effectively.

Derivative classification is a fundamental concept within the realm of national security,
intelligence, and information protection. It pertains to the process of classifying information based
on existing classification markings, policies, and guidelines rather than directly from original
sources. Understanding what is true concerning derivative classification is essential for personnel
involved in handling sensitive information, ensuring compliance with legal and organizational
standards, and maintaining the integrity of classified data. This article delves into the core
principles, rules, and misconceptions surrounding derivative classification, providing a
comprehensive overview that clarifies what is accurate and what is not.

Introduction to Derivative Classification

Derivative classification is a specialized form of classification that involves assigning a classification
level to information derived from already classified sources. It is a vital component of the overall
security classification system designed to prevent unauthorized disclosure of sensitive information.
Unlike original classification, which involves making determinations about the sensitivity of new
information based on its inherent value or threat, derivative classification relies on existing
classified data, applying established rules, markings, and policies to new documents or data. Key
Point: Derivative classification is not about creating new classifications based on personal
judgment but about systematically applying established guidelines to protect information
accurately and consistently.

Fundamental Principles of Derivative Classification

Understanding what is true concerning derivative classification begins with recognizing its core
principles: 2.1. Reliance on Original Classification Authority (OCA) Derivative classifiers must derive
their authority from an Original Classification Authority (OCA). An OCA is an individual designated
through formal channels to classify information at specified levels (Confidential, Secret, Top
Secret). Derivative classifiers do not have the authority to classify information independently; they



must follow the instructions and markings provided by the OCA. 2.2. Use of Existing Classification
Guides and Markings Derivative classification is heavily dependent on existing classification guides,
markings, and source documents. These serve as the foundation for determining the classification
level of new information. Proper application of these guides ensures consistency and compliance
with legal standards. 2.3. Application of Proper Markings One of the key features of derivative
classification is the requirement to mark the newly created document with appropriate
classification markings, including the level of classification, declassification instructions, and source
references. Proper marking ensures that anyone handling the document understands its sensitivity
and handling requirements. 2.4. Preservation of Source Information Derivative classifiers must
retain and reference source information—such as document markings or classification guides—to
demonstrate the basis of classification. This traceability reinforces accountability and oversight.
2.5. Prevention of Unauthorized Disclosure The overarching goal of derivative classification is to
prevent the inadvertent or unauthorized disclosure of classified information. Proper adherence to
classification procedures helps maintain national security and organizational integrity.

Common Misconceptions About Derivative Classification

Despite its importance, several misconceptions persist regarding derivative classification. Clarifying
these misconceptions is essential to ensure compliance and understanding: 3.1. It is the same as
original classification Truth: Derivative classification is distinct from original classification. Original
classification involves making a new classification decision based on unclassified information or
new assessments, whereas derivative classification applies to information already classified,
following specific guidelines. 3.2. It allows personal judgment or discretion Truth: Derivative
classification must adhere strictly to existing classification guides, markings, and instructions.
Personal judgment or discretion is not permitted unless explicitly authorized, as this could lead to
inconsistent or unauthorized classification. 3.3. It can be performed without referencing source
documents Truth: Proper derivative classification requires referencing source documents and
markings to justify the classification level. Omitting this step undermines accountability and
compliance. 3.4. It is unnecessary to mark derivative documents properly Truth: Proper markings
are mandatory. Failure to mark derivative documents correctly can lead to mishandling,
unauthorized disclosure, and potential security breaches.

Legal and Policy Framework Governing Derivative
Classification

The rules and standards for derivative classification are codified in various laws, regulations, and
executive orders. Key among these is Executive Order 13526, which outlines the classification
system and procedures, including derivative classification. 4.1. Executive Order 13526 Issued
under the authority of the President, this order provides comprehensive guidance on classification
policies. It emphasizes that derivative classifiers must: - Follow classification guides and markings.
- Keep source information for classifications. - Properly mark and handle classified documents. - Not
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create or change classification levels unless authorized. 4.2. The Classification Management Policy
This policy establishes detailed procedures for classifying, safeguarding, and declassifying
information. It mandates that all personnel involved in derivative classification receive training to
understand their responsibilities. 4.3. Classification Guides and Markings Organizations develop
classification guides that specify how to classify particular types of information derived from
various sources. These guides include instructions on markings, declassification procedures, and
handling.

Responsibilities and Best Practices for Derivative
Classifiers

To ensure that derivative classification is performed correctly, certain responsibilities and best
practices must be followed: 5.1. Training and Awareness Personnel involved in derivative
classification must undergo regular training to understand classification policies, marking
requirements, and handling procedures. This training helps prevent errors and inadvertent
disclosures. 5.2. Careful Source Documentation Derivative classifiers should meticulously
document the sources of their classified information, including document markings, classification
guides, and other references. This documentation provides accountability and traceability. 5.3.
Proper Marking of Classified Material All derivative documents must be marked with the
appropriate classification level, declassification instructions, and source references. This includes
initial markings, banner markings, and distribution controls. 5.4. Avoiding Overclassification
Derivative classifiers should avoid unnecessarily elevating the classification level of information.
Overclassification can hinder information sharing, impose undue restrictions, and create security
risks. 5.5. Regular Review and Declassification Organizations should regularly review classified
documents to determine whether they still require protection. Proper declassification procedures
should be followed to prevent retaining unnecessary restrictions.

Implications of Non-Compliance with Derivative
Classification Rules

Failing to adhere to proper derivative classification procedures can have serious consequences: -
Security Breaches: Unauthorized disclosures may compromise national security. - Legal Penalties:
Violations can result in disciplinary action, penalties, or legal prosecution. - Operational Disruptions:
Mishandling classified information can hinder intelligence or military operations. - Loss of Trust:
Non-compliance erodes trust in personnel and organizational security protocols.

Conclusion: What Is True Concerning Derivative
Classification?

After examining the principles, policies, and common misconceptions, several truths emerge



concerning derivative classification: - It is a process that relies on existing classification guidance
and markings. - Derivative classifiers must have proper authority, usually through the use of
classification guides, not personal judgment. - Proper marking and documentation are mandatory
to ensure clarity about the classification level and source of information. - The process is governed
by federal executive orders, regulations, and organizational policies designed to protect national
security. - Training and awareness are essential components to ensure compliance and prevent
security breaches. In essence, derivative classification is a systematic, disciplined process that
safeguards sensitive information through adherence to established standards. Recognizing what is
true about derivative classification helps organizations and personnel uphold security protocols,
maintain legal compliance, and contribute to national security efforts. In summary: The core truth
about derivative classification is that it is a structured process grounded in existing classification
policies, requiring strict adherence to guidelines, proper markings, and a reliance on authorized
source information. It is distinct from original classification, and its integrity depends on disciplined
application by trained personnel. Proper understanding and implementation of derivative
classification are vital to maintaining the confidentiality, integrity, and availability of classified
information.

Questions & Answers About which of the following is true
concerning derivative classification?

No Question Answer

1 What is the primary purpose of | The primary purpose of derivative classification is to
derivative classification? incorporate, paraphrase, restate, or generate from
classified source information in a new form, while
maintaining the original classification level and marking
requirements.

2 Which of the following is true Derivative classified information must be properly
concerning the proper marking marked with classification labels, declassification
of derivative classified instructions, and attribution to the original source,
information? ensuring clarity about its classified status.

3 Is it permissible to reclassify No, reclassification of derivative classified information
information derived from requires proper authorization and must follow established
classified sources without proper | procedures to ensure continued protection of the
authorization? information.

4 Which of the following Personnel involved in derivative classification must
statements is true regarding the | receive appropriate training to understand classification
training requirement for guides, marking requirements, and safeguarding

personnel involved in derivative | procedures.
classification?

5 Can a person automatically No, the classification level must be determined based on
classify information as secret or | the content and sensitivity, not automatically assigned
top secret just because it is solely because it is derived from classified information.

derived from classified sources?
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Which of the following is true
regarding the use of
classification guides in
derivative classification?

Classification guides provide authoritative instructions
that assist personnel in determining the proper
classification and markings for derivative classified
information.

7 What is a key responsibility of They must ensure proper marking, protection, and
individuals performing derivative | handling of classified information, and avoid improper
classification? declassification or misclassification.

8 | Which of the following Derivative classification must accurately reflect the
statements accurately describes | source information's classification and not alter or
the relationship between source | weaken its protective markings unless authorized.
information and derivative
classification?

9 Is it true that derivative No, downgrading classification must be authorized and
classifiers can independently follow proper procedures; derivative classifiers do not
decide to downgrade the have the authority to unilaterally downgrade information.
classification of information?

10 | Which of the following is true Derivative classified information must be protected

regarding the safeguarding of
derivative classified
information?

according to the same standards as original classified
information, including proper storage, handling, and
transmission protocols.

derivative classification, classification guidelines, source document, marking requirements,
classification authority, declassification, security procedures, classification review, information
sensitivity, authorized sources
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